
Thursday,- September 14, I960
5ftfPj

■•%' RAMDOM.SQXE8
By Fisher Ames

. Such-thin promontories of sand

and gravel as Duxbury's barrier beach
look to the casual observer like mero

dead bones of land" without flesh,

j more properly places where ship-
I building wbb going on, numbered 89
and of these Massachusetts had 34,
wh d f l
ad of these Massachusetts had 34,
whose record of vessels built was-al-
moet nine times that ot nil other Now

-■•Inaw 01 luauvU, 6iitiwBQ While-clean
by wind and sea. There is plenty of
life, however, on and under Us arid
surface; much change, growth and

and Plymouth wero first to start th'e

At the rScky sections ot our coast
where the water Ib not too deep tho
Bea gains a lltt'le ln Ite battle with
the land. To beaches like ourB. moul
ded by time to the best passive resis
tance shape, the sea has had to grant
the right-to exist. Here the procesaos
of destruction and construction take
place alternately, offsetting each
other. Sometimes tho material drag
ged away by the backwash of storm

,t~ - .„...,.-... .ivav *■*»% »v aiaii ma uov, uvwsvw( wkko onion more vaiu*

Industry ln Massachusetts and they, able tjien, than it in nnw ihr>n«h u
Toa"~Tfi "nuTnbof df'Vessefi^BulTt until1 Is "still "Used* medicinally and 'for
their Shallow Watam euulri nfit nnna flnvnrlnir tt o-rarm. i« «...«. .. .„.

DUXBURY CLIPPER
j^^B—i—

like sportlpg dogs trained In the pur
suit of one kind of game and one kind ■
«8\ly. Our land had little to offer
them besides fresh water, a tow wild
fruits in siason and sassafras. The ,
oil from tho root ot that lauraclous •
tree, however, was muoh more valu- i
.... .... _^

er shallow waters could not oope
with the growing demand for ships
of 'a much larger tonnage.

"From ffT3"toY836 wore DuxburyV
buslost yearn. Then the decline began

and after 1843 ship building practi

cally died out In the town. As the

flavoring. It grew In one or two
sheltered spots on tho bar «nda few
specimens exist at High Pines today.
ThenriB anrctf or ir6n" Oft mainland ."

Tho vessels that Duxbury sent out

past the> Qurnot—ecboonor's, brig*
and ships-—wero sturdy craft not

i " <■ i, " ~" "'" •• "««"»■ iiibso wore me iwit great "«•••» »•» "«» «»rgo-carrying noet man

£«£££?*?? .rJBPlac?.^. W^once^bx .dfiep.-water juilllug..jhlpa -the. hooch j ■ny.othw BhUi.Uulldor in the, country. 1
wn wn. In =«.. It h.rf —«- it. n... jn j?24 tno Efcgii,^ fln|p DU||dorB Iown

from benches and .rock-mills to tho
north-and by the glacial pebbles

• hurled up by the waves.

*j"'i'U888*~p6bbt0s"" aro" *borne" 'os~h6ro
buoyed up by rock-weed and lam In-
oria or detll's-apron whose suckers
are anohored.Jo thorn. They are
easily distinguished from beach peb
bles, even without the adhorlng

_ seaweed, by tbolr lrmgular outline
■ and many sides, in time as they grind

sea rover.

red clinker
lt Erlcson. ca

built, dragon
d ti h

white sails grew fewer on one sldtt of bullt for ocottl» racing like the clip- J
the barrlor'beach they thlckenod on' 1>or8' »' light tonnage most of them )
tho eastern sldo. Tho tall swift clip- though Ktra Wuston'a ship "Hops," I
per ships wore making their famous. 889 tons, launched ln 1841, was the I
runs betweou Uoston and Salom and: biggest American vessel of her day. I
other Now England ports, ami the far Mr. Wcston could also number more I
Orient. These wore the lfuit great 8ft"" '" "I* «»rgo-carrylng noet than
dfieitwater aalUug..jhlps .the. huoch' *"
was to sou. It had seen its nrst some

on tbo Thames complained that

their-best workmen were being lured

■to Duxbury and other American

ports. The torestv-of-England had
already commenced to fall when the
American eoloulea, still In their In
fancy, wero amply supplied with the
finest kind of material for shipbuild
ing. We had apparently Inexhausti
ble supplies of wblte oak, tough, I
olastlc and durable, and Immense-'

In his

prowed

w~f'
red clinker built, dragon - prowed
Ship-. Tta brond sati hung low~f'rom
the yardarm on Its slnglo mnst and
when thH wind talleillwo bunks of
strong-armod oarsmen'drove the ves
sel forward.

.. Othor Norsemen probably saw our

bay but nothing cumo.of their visits.

.of ynU&w plno. and the

and many sides, ln time as they grind .—....„. * v.». »•«„ ...•«.

together ln the ceaseless swash theyi Tbey tootl no ln'or«tst In new lunds.
acquire the typUal ovoldal sljape of, 'that offered no opportunities, for loot «»-«»%«»..m. «uuur. puw. ua io»
the beach pebble. Thus many p«b- or such lighting forays as their Sags* "iralght white pine that was rated so
bles become pills and the pills even- rolebrated. KoltoWIng tho Vlklttga VAluahlo tor shipbuilding that the
tually become powder and another1 after a long blank Interval come the Klng bud the best of them marked
quota of sand is added to the beach, seekors for a straight route to Ind'ai »n«l •«* "hta for naval use In Eng-
Some also remain to collect and bind and fabled Cathay: Uosituld. Mariln land. America offered more to the
the dne matertaljirought in by gontle. Hoblsher, Cabot. Vurraino. CaptainLBritish .carpontors than th» wood to
aummef waves until a new smooth John Smith; tho records of their work with; tbey wore exempt from
surface iai*id down oier .them. .. 1 vnyogaa are not vary, acourat*. TlM»y, mllltAry duty ami-favored in many

Once It was a vory Important light- llkw the Norsoman. were not micros- other ways.
The records are not completo but, te<l ln the land that berauio Nuw American shipping reached Its
Duxbury built at least 283 vessels be- Englandr They looked upon It ns *n maximum In 18*6. In that year our
tween 1780 and- 1843. while Ply-' obstruollon, a cruel barrlor acruiis vessels carried 96 per cent ot our

-month bollt 218 over a slightly' their sea oath to tho rlchps, ln gold imports and 80.6 per cent of our ex-
lpnger period.- Tho Gurnet Ught an*1. «!lw. in splre« and..j>r«clous ports,, a poresntago never equalled
must have figured largely In the com- J<we<" of the Indies. It took 100 j hofore or since,
ings and goings ot that host of sails r«*rs for that sumptuous druam to: »Wo wore gre(U ln .. , h

not to mention the visitors from, dlo out. , last of Duxbury'. old saiu said to nw
other parts. New England ports, or These wandering uxplorors were many years ago. "We did things."

! ' jwas his somewhat vague conclusion.
He had Just commented on a picture

,' hanging on my study wall; "The last
' time I saw that fountain It wasn't

j wator the was spouting, It was good
'■ red wine. Spain was celebrating tho
"'">«' the Klffig's soul The teller
with tho long Up and big noae. Al-
phonso. I hung round that fountain
«ea«4d«rabfo-tnat dgy.>v-8o Mmrnefl
that "Tubby" had bean one, though a
late member, ot Duxbury's long line!
of seafaring asn. |

Tubby callod Jilmsflit: a "bitter

'" ftrtttgTiTarhaye,b--^ , r t .n ir „„,,„
and thlokest be stood sturdily on
legs that wero bowed, lie explained,
from trying to keep nia-equilibrium
on rolling deoks. Ho bad beon around
thu world several tlmos but had teen
very little of hie native land. In that
he was Uke the old Wellfleot seaman

-had ' •• ■ ■
laa ~ hni

to go as tar as Chatham"—about 3Q
mile* ffWijr.-—•»" ■•.""*•


